Advancements in Bone Fixation Utilizing Novel Biointegrative Fixation Technology.
Advancement in orthopedics have been increasing rapidly. The most important advances have been in fixation. With time, metallic hardware will begin to be replaced by materials that become one with the body. This progress will not only aid in the repair process it will allow permanent and improved reinforcement of the fixated region. Biointegrative technology is a promising new generation of materials capable of achieving this goal. Over time, it is expected that plates, screws, pins, interference screws, and even possibly joint replacements will incorporate into patients' bodies, negating the need for hardware removal and adding structure and stability to an iatrogenically weakened area.